Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 200 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.050; wR factor = 0.144; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.3.
In the title compound, [Zn(C 12 H 11 N 2 O) 2 ], the Zn II atom, lying on an inversion center, is coordinated by two O atoms and two N atoms from two salicylal Schiff base ligands in a distorted square-planar geometry. A three-dimensional network is formed by intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds and C-HÁ Á Á contacts.
Related literature
For general background to Schiff base complexes, see: Qiu et al. (2006) ; Shi et al. (2007) ; Xiao et al. (2007a Xiao et al. ( ,b, 2008 ; You et al. (2006) . For related structures, see: Qiu et al. (2004) ; You et al. (2004) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Zn(C 12 Table 2 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) Àx þ 1; Ày þ 2; Àz þ 1; (ii) Àx þ 1; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 1; (iii) Àx þ 2; Ày þ 2; Àz þ 1; (iv) x; y; z þ 1. Cg1 and Cg2 are the centroids of the N2,C9-C12 and C1-C6 rings, respectively.
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2007 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
Supplementary data and figures for this paper are available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: HY2222). 
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Comment
In preparing metal complexes, Schiff base ligands have been frequently employed (Qiu et al., 2004 (Qiu et al., , 2006 Shi et al., 2007; Xiao et al., 2007a,b; Xiao et al., 2008; You et al., 2006) . Zinc derivatives are particularly interesting owing to their essential importance in several biological processes (You et al., 2004 (You et al., , 2006 Xiao et al., 2007a,b; Xiao et al., 2008) . We have reported the structures of a few zinc(II) complexes (You et al., 2004; Qiu et al., 2004) . As an extension of our work, we report here the structure of a zinc(II) complex with salicylal Schiff base ligands.
The title compound consists of a Zn II atom, lying on an inversion center, and two bidentate salicylal Schiff base ligands.
The central Zn II atom is coordinated by two N atoms from the pyrrole groups and two O atoms from the phenolate groups, forming a slightly distorted square-planar geometry (Fig. 1) . The distortion arises from the difference between Zn-O and Zn-N bonds (Table 1 ). The six-membered ring (Zn1, N1, C7, C2, C1, O1) and the benzene ring are almost co-planar with a mean deviation of 0.046 (1) Å.
Intramolecular C-H···O hydrogen bond occours between H8A and O1 ( Fig. 1 and Table 2 ). C-H···π contacts involving C6-H6···Cg1 iii [Cg1 is the centroid of N2, C9-C12 ring; symmetry code: (iii) 2-x, 2-y, 1-z] and C11-H11···Cg2 iv [Cg2 is the centroid of C1-C6 ring; (iv) x, y, 1+z] are observed (Fig. 3) . These interactions as well as intermolecular C-H···N hydrogen bond (Fig. 2) connect the molecules into a three-dimensional network.
Experimental
Zinc oxide (0.5 mmol), salicylaldehyde (1 mmol) and (1H-pyrrol-yl)methanamine (1 mmol) were dissolved in 10 ml of methanol. After 3 ml ammonia was added, the resulting solution was heated to 423 K for 10 h. The reactor was cooled to room temperature at a rate of 10 K h -1
. The mixture was filtered and held at room temperature for 10 d. Colorless block crystals were isolated (yield 38%). Symmetry codes: (i) −x+1, −y+2, −z+1; (ii) −x+1, −y+1, −z+1; (iii) −x+2, −y+2, −z+1; (iv) x, y, z+1. 
